
 

AAU Assessment Rubric:  Writing 

 

Student: _________________________      Name of Assessor:  ___________________________________ 

 

Class: _________________________ Assignment (name/length): ____________________________________ 
 

Criteria 
1  

(Not sufficient) 

2 

(Poor) 

3  

(Average) 

4 

(Good) 

5 

(Very good) 

Content 

The text betrays a lack of 
understanding of the topic.  

The text fails to address the thesis.   

Evidence is insufficient and not 
credible to an informed and critical 
reader. 

The relationship between sources 
and the thesis is unclear. 

 The text shows an understanding of 
the topic. 

The text provides a commonplace or 
superficial discussion of the thesis.  

The thesis is supported by claims and 
credible evidence, though in a simple 
and underdeveloped way.  

The text refers to secondary sources 
and demonstrates an aptitude for 
utilizing them in support of the thesis. 

 The text shows engagement with and a 
deep understanding of the topic. 

The text is complex and sophisticated, 
going beyond commonplace knowledge 
and showing awareness of nuances of 
the thesis.  

Claims and evidence are credible to an 
informed and critical reader.  

The text refers to primary and 
secondary sources, demonstrating an 
awareness of the relationship between 
their implicit arguments and the thesis. 

Organization 

Organization hinders 
understanding.  

The text cannot be followed.  

Transitions are missing.  

Sections are illogical and 
redundant.  

The connection between 
introduction and conclusion is 
unclear.  

Absence of charts, diagrams and 
figures. 

 Organization is sufficient for 
understanding. 

The text is difficult to follow. 

Transitions are clumsy.  

Some sections spend too much time 
on tangential details.  

There is an introduction and 
conclusion.  

Inadequate use of charts, diagrams 
and figures. 

 Organization facilitates understanding. 

The text is easy to follow.  

Transitions are smooth.  

Sections are logical and well-
sequenced, with unified paragraphs. 

There is a clear connection between the 
introduction and conclusion.  

Adequate use of charts, diagrams and 
figures.  



 

Language and 
style 

Limited vocabulary or misused 
words impair understanding.  

Poor syntax seriously impedes 
communication.  

Tone is inappropriate. 

 

 
Vocabulary is functional but repetitive.  

Occasional inaccurate use of 
vocabulary, syntactical errors. 

Tone may be inappropriate at times. 

 
Exceptional vocabulary range, 
accuracy, and usage.  

Syntax facilitates communication. 

The tone enhances the purpose. 

Mechanics: 
Grammar, 

punctuation, 
sentence 
structure 

Pervasive errors distort meaning 
and make reading difficult.  

Departures from conventions and 
use of colloquialisms are not 
signalled. 

Overly simple or incomplete 
sentences. 

 Some errors impede reading but the 
content is generally clear.  
Some departures from conventions 
and use of colloquialisms are not 
signalled.  

Inadequate use of compound 
sentences. Sentences contain 
mechanical or structural difficulties. 

 

 The writing has almost no mechanical or 
punctuation errors. 
  
Intentional departures from conventions 
and use of colloquialisms are 
appropriately signalled.  

Appropriate use of compound and 
complex sentences.  

 

Work with 
resources/ 
citations 

No demonstrated use of academic 
sources. 

Citations are used but resources 
are not cited according to any 
standard academic style. 

Grossly inaccurate citation or 
paraphrasing. 

Plagiarism.  

 Some demonstrated use of academic 
sources. Majority of resources used 
are relevant.  

Citations are used; the bibliography 
follows set standards with occasional 
errors.  

Occasional inaccurate citation or 
paraphrasing. 

 The academic resources used are fully 
appropriate to the task.  

Citation and bibliography follow set 
standards with a minimum of mistakes. 

 
 


