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Abstract: ​​This research aims to explain why some democratically elected governments
transgress their democratic limits and breach the separation of powers in favor of a powerful
executive. Drawing on the institutional theories of democratization, it adopts a novel
comparative design of Muslim and post-communist contexts. More specifically, it compares two
cases of democratic recessions -- Hungary and Turkey -- with two cases of non-recessions --
the Czech Republic and Tunisia. Thus, it aims to provide a theoretical understanding of the
process of ‘executive degradation’ by explaining why it is observed in the cases of Turkey and
Hungary and why it is not observed in the cases of Tunisia and the Czech Republic. In order to
do so, it will conduct 15 semi-structured elite interviews with opposition leaders in each of the 4
countries: These leaders are selected from 1/ the opposition factions within the government
party, 2/ major opposition parties that compete in elections, 3/ leading non-governmental
organizations.
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Abstract:
Why do the radical Islamist parties adopt democratic positions and then switch back to
authoritarianism? The theories that used to explain the democratic moderation of Islamist
parties were to a large extent borrowed from the experience of the formerly communist parties in
western and eastern Europe. However, the historical and cultural context where these
communist parties functioned was highly different from the context where the Islamist parties
operate, which could be a reason why these theories fail to predict the authoritarian shift of the
Islamist parties today. Turkey’s Islamist party, the JDP, is an example: It has re-adopted an
authoritarian stance. This project aims to provide a theoretical understanding of the change in
the Islamist parties by comparing Turkey's JDP with a control case from the same context: the
ethnonationalist Kurdish party which adopted a democratic political stance in time in Turkey.
Data will be derived from online surveys and 30 in-depth interviews with the selected
ex-members of the parliament from the two parties between 2002-2015.
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