Advanced Seminar on Kafka [IT662 LIT 430)

“A book must be the axe for the frozen sea wittsnlbelieve that.”Franz Kafka

“From a certain point on, there is no more turrdagk. That is the point that must be reachd@drz Kafka

Instructor: Professor Douglas Shields Dix (U.S.A.), Ph.D. énsity of WashingtonHabilitation, Masaryk
University (Brno,CR); Professorship, Universitat Stuttgart. Profes8ir has lived and taught in the Czech
Republic (and Germany) since 1989.

Course Description In this advanced seminar we will be studying theks®f Franz Kafka and the critical
reception of those works. We will be consideringk&awithin his biographical and socio-historicahtext as a
Prague author, as well as approaching his worka several theoretical paradigms, ranging from iteealry
critics Stanley Corngold & Maurice Blanchot to sdheorists such as Georges Bataille, Walter Bema
Jacques Lacan, Gilles Deleuze/Félix Guattari, E‘pla'ﬁ/iek, and Niklas Luhmann. Primary texts studieil
include the noveThe Trial the novellalrhe Metamorphosignd the storieshe Judgmentn the Penal Colony
A CountryDoctor, A Report to an Academyhe Hunter Gracchus, Researches of a Dige Burrow and
Josefine, or the Mouse Singer

Methodology The format of this seminar will be a mixture oftiere and discussion. Students will be expected
to have accomplished the assigned reading by thindicated on the course outline (below), and &hbting
the reader to the seminar sessions, as we willyalwa referring to the texts assigned for the &ydents at
the advanced B.A. level will be expected to reddhe primary texts, and some of the backgroundarictal
materials indicated on the course outline, whilelehts at the M.A. level must read the additioratd indi-
cated. | will be giving introductory lectures cormuag the day’'s material and critical approachekKadka, and
then we will discuss the assigned works as a semkeaping in mind Hannah Arendt’'s metaphor thatkka
texts are “blueprints,” and that the reader musttethe structure of meaning from these blueprivs.will be
viewing a number of films, including films based alh of Kafka’s novels, and scenes from films tdpheluci-
date the stories.

Time and Place Mondays 14:45-17:30, Anglo-American University. X
Texts: There required seminar reader, and students witefeired to obtain and read Kafk&ke Trial (any S
edition, any language). \’\3';
AssessmentAssessment for this course will be in the formlpAttendance: four absences will be excused, “:';,'
while each additional absence will drop the studhweit a letter grade; 2)A take-home mid-term & finghich ?;L:
will have additional instructions/questions for tieA. students. ?\31:
554

Course Outline
Week 1: Introduction to Seminar.
Topics Introduction to seminar; Kafka's Woodlouse & Drder Observation; Critical Paradigms—Lacan, Dedeti
Guattari, Luhmann; Socio-Historical Context: Kafk&urope.
Readings Introduction: Kafka's EuropgJulian Preece.
Week 2: Kafka's Prague.
Topics Kafka's Prague; Kafka's Biography—Myths and Readiti
Readings Myths and Realities in Kafka's Biograpmmthony Northey.
M.A. Readings Prague Circles: Backgrounds and Methods, Concliugd Prague Territories Scott Spector.
Film: Who was Kafka®irected by Richard Dindo (2005).
ScenesKafka, Steven Soderbergh (1992).
Week 3: Kafka's Literary & Intellectual Context—-Reading Kafka.
Topics Kafka, Nietzsche, Freud; Kafka & Modernism; KafkeE&pressionism; Hermeneutics of Reading Kafka.
Readings Nietzsche, Kafka, and Literary Paterni§tanley Corngold:ranz Kafka: The Radical Modernjsstanley
Corngold;Kafka’'s Writing and Our Readindpavid Constantine.
M.A. Readings Introduction: BeginningsStanley CorngoldReading KafkaMaurice BlanchotKafka and Litera-
ture, Maurice Blanchot.
Week 4: Kafka's Crisis—=The Judgment& The Man Who Disappeared.
Topics Kafka's Crisis;The Judgment (Das Urtei® The Man Who Disappeared (Amerika/Der Verscho)leBg-
amples of Anamorphosis.
Readings The Judgmentl912), Franz Kafka.
ScenesAnamorph Henry Miller (2007).
M.A. Readings In the Circle of “The Judgmeyit Stanley CorngoldThe Man Who Disappearefafka Imagining
Amerikg Douglas Shields Dix.
Film: The Stoker1™ part ofKlassenverhaltnisséaniéle Huillet & Jean-Marie Straub (1984).
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Week 5: Kafka's Crisis—=The Metamorphosis.

Topics Kafka's CrisisThe Metamorphosis (Die Verwandlyridetaphor & “Anaphor” inThe Metamorphosis
Readings The Metamorphosi€l912), Franz Kafka.

M.A. Readings Kafka's The MetamorphosidMietamorphosis of the Metaphd@tanley Corngold.

Film: Nabokov on KafkaPeter Medak (1989).

Week 6: Kafka's The Trial (I).

Topics In the Penal Colongs Prologue tdhe Trial Kafka's Trial; Kafka and...DickensBleak Houses Precursor
Text; ReadingThe Trialas Anamorphosisthe Trial & The Truman Show.

Readings In the Penal Colony1914), Franz KafkaArrest, Conversation with Frau Gruback and then tHgin
Burstner Initial Interrogation from The Trial (Der Process)ranz Kafka.

M.A. Readings Franz Kafka: On the IbAnniversary of His DeattWalter Benjamin (1934).

Film: The Trial David Jones (1993), Part 1.

ScenesBleak HouseBBC (2005);The Truman ShawPeter Weir (1998).

Week 7: Kafka's The Trial (II).

Topics ReadingThe Trialas Anamorphosis: Students, Ushers, Floggers & Lesyyabidinal Flows & Women in
The Trial

Readings In the Empty Courtroom, The Student, The Offadfethe Court, Fraulein Blrstner’s Friengsome edi-
tions will have this chapter at the end of the)teMte Flogger, K's Uncle, Lepfrom The Trial(Der Process)Franz
Kafka.

Film: The Trial David Jones (1993), Part 2.

Scene The Trial, Orson Welles (1962).

Week 8: Mid-Term Break.

Week 9: Kafka’s The Trial (II).

Topics Assemblages, System, Society; Kafka's “Turn”: Kagk&leidegger.

Readings Lawyer, Manufacturer, PainteBlock, The Businessman, Dismissal of the Lawpahe CathedralThe
End fromThe Trial (Der Process)ranz Kafka.

M.A. Readings The Work and the Errant Waordlaurice BlanchotKafka & the Work’s DemandJaurice Blanchot.
Film: The Trial David Jones (1993), Part 3.

Week 10: Stories from Kafka’'s Middle Period.

Topics A Country Doctor& Libidinal Wounds;A Report to the Academigrimatology, Human-ology, Alien-ology—
Second-Order Observationhe Hunter Gracchu$eath Drive &Entre Deux Mortes

Readings A Country Doctor(1916-1917), Franz Kafkad Report to the Acaden{$916-1917), Franz Kafk&he
Hunter Gracchug1917).

M.A. Readings Something to Do with Truth: Kafka's Later Stori&anley Corngold.

Scenes Parsifal, Hans-Jurgen Syberberg (1983plaris Andrei Tarkovsky (1972)Aliens James Cameron (1986);
Dead Man Jim Jarmusch (1995).

Week 11:Kafka's Late Period: Researches of a Dog & The Gasi).

Topics Researches of a Doghilosophy & AnthropomorphisnThe Castle (Das Schlos$§trategies & the System.
Readings Researches of a Ddd920), Franz Kafka.

M.A. Readings Notes on KafkaTheodor Adorno (1967).

Immanence and DesirBroliferation of SeriesGilles Deleuze & Félix Guattari.

Film: The Castle (Das Schlosdylichael Haneke (1997), Part 1.

Week 12:Kafka's Late Period: The Castle (II) & The Burrow.

Topics The Castle (Das Schlos§trategies & the Systefhe Burrow-Existential Modes.

Readings The Burrowm(1923), Franz Kafka.

M.A. Readings Kafka: Should Kafka Be Burnt3eorges Bataille (1957).

Film: The Castle (Das Schlosdylichael Haneke (1997), Part 2.

Week 13:The Burrow: Kafka & Blanchot.

Topics The Burrow-The Outside

Readings The Outside, the NighMaurice BlanchotThe Madness of the Daylaurice Blanchot.

Scenes Three WomerRobert Altman (1977)San toit ni loi/VagabondAgnés Varda (1985).

Week 14:Kafka's Last Story:Josefine, the Singer or The Mouse People.

Topics Josefine& the Role of the Artist.

Readings Josefine, the Singer or The Mouse Pe¢p823), Franz Kafka.

M.A. Readings The Narrative Voice (the “he,” the neutrdlaurice Blanchot.

SceneslLet’'s Get LostBruce Weber (1988Billy Holiday—The Ultimate Collectior{2004).

Week 15: Kafka Today.

Topics Kafka Today.

Film: Den Brysomme mannen/The Bothersome,Mans Lien (2006).




